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Worker Injured Falling off Equipment 
 

Description: 

A worker fell to the ground while standing on the track 

of the dozer loaded on a trailer. The worker was 

removing a tarp that was being used as a rock guard. 

Tarps are used during transport to protect the back 

window of the equipment. The worker lost their grip 

while holding onto the mesh guard over the side 

window, falling 1.9 meters onto the ground and 

sustained a serious back injury. 

 

What Went Wrong: 

• The mesh guards did not serve as adequate 

handholds, making it easy to lose balance and fall. 

• Equipment handholds were not present to 

facilitate the safe application and removal of 

tarps. 

Actions Taken/Recommendations: 

• When performing field level hazard assessments, 

include and discuss all potential hazards and risks, 

regardless of the routine nature of the task. 

• Refer to manufacturer’s specifications to ensure 

handles and grips are correctly attached to 

equipment. 

• If no handles are in place, consider adding the 

manufacturer’s optional grab bars on the pillars of 

the cab to provide a better grip when working near 

the rear of the equipment. 

• Ensure that standard operating procedure includes 
step-by-step guidance for applying and removing 
tarps and review the procedure with workers prior 
to starting work. 

  

Industry Resources: 

Hazard identification – Alberta Hazard Handbook 

Balance, traction and grips - Worker resources for slips 

trips and falls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Help industry by sharing lessons learned from an 

incident. Submit your Safety Alert. 

 

SHARE AND COLLABORATE  

Energy Safety Canada (ESC) works collaboratively with industry to 

share information aimed at helping companies of all sizes improve 

safe work performance.  

 

DISCLAIMER  

Use of this document or any information contained herein is at the 

user’s sole risk. ESC makes no representations and assumes no 

liability. For further information on these restrictions, go to 

http://www.energysafetycanada.com/legal.cfm 

 

COPYRIGHT/RIGHT TO REPRODUCE  

Copyright for this document is held by Energy Safety Canada, 2021. 

All rights reserved. Energy Safety Canada encourages the copying, 

reproduction and distribution of this document to promote health 

and safety in the workplace, if Energy Safety Canada is 

acknowledged. However, no part of this publication may be copied, 

reproduced or distributed for profit or other commercial enterprise, 

nor may any part be incorporated into any other publication, without 

written permission of Energy Safety Canada. 
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