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FAILED HITCH RESULTS IN 
POTENTIALLY SERIOUS INCIDENT 

DESCRIPTION: 

Workers departed a work site towing a portable air compressor. While driving on a 
major highway, the trailer fell to the ground behind the vehicle. The mounting plate 
on the pintle hitch had broken in half along the upper bolt holes.  
 
The driver managed to bring the trailer under control and safely pulled over.  
 

 
     

THE HITCH WAS RELOCATED TO THE UPPER MOUNTING POSITION AS EMERGENCY MEASURE 
TO REMOVE THE COMPRESSOR FROM THE HIGHWAY. 
 
 

CAUSE:  

The welded gusset on back of the hitch mounting plate did not extend to the lower 
mounting holes which allowed the steel to flex and fracture. 
 
 
CONTRIBUTING FACTORS:  

Inadequate towing equipment for the weight and type of equipment being towed. 
A thorough visual inspection was not performed during maintenance or pre-trip. 
 
 
 
   
 
  
 

 

Energy Safety Canada is the national 
safety association for the oil and gas 
industry. We develop and support 
common industry safety standards, 
deliver effective learning systems, 
share data analysis and safety 
expertise with workers and 
employers, and advocate for worker 
health and safety. Our goal is the 
same as industry’s — zero injuries, 
zero incidents.  
 
Share and Collaborate / Energy 
Safety Canada works collaboratively 
with organizations to develop Safety 
Alerts that improve hazard 
awareness and injury prevention. 
Canada’s leading oil and gas 
industry trade associations support 
the sharing of information to help 
companies of all sizes improve safe 
work performance.  
 
Disclaimer / This document is 
intended to be flexible in 
application and provide guidance to 
users rather than act as a 
prescriptive solution. Recognizing 
that one solution is not appropriate 
for all users and situations, it 
presents accepted guidance that 
generally apply to all situations.  
 
While Energy Safety Canada 
believes that the information 
contained herein is reliable under 
the conditions and subject to the 
limitations set out, Energy Safety 
Canada does not guarantee its 
accuracy. The use of this document 
or any information contained will be 
at the user’s sole risk, regardless of 
any fault or negligence of Energy 
Safety Canada and the submitting 
organization.  
 
Copyright/Right to Reproduce / 
Copyright for this document is held 
by Energy Safety Canada, 2019. All 
rights reserved. Energy Safety 
Canada encourages the copying, 
reproduction and distribution of this 
document to promote health and 
safety in the workplace, provided 
that Energy Safety Canada is 
acknowledged. However, no part of 
this publication may be copied, 
reproduced or distributed for profit 
or other commercial enterprise, nor 
may any part be incorporated into 
any other publication, without 
written permission of Energy Safety 
Canada.  

COMPANY-IDENTIFIED CORRECTIVE ACTIONS:  

» The break-away safety restraint and the means of attaching it to the vehicle 
must have an ultimate strength of not less than the gross weight of the vehicle 
or trailer being towed. 

» Inspect all hitches to ensure the gusset extends at least to the centre of the 
hitch on the lowest setting. 

» Defective hitches and pintle mounts with cracks or concerning damage must be 
removed from service immediately. 

Welded Gusset 

Fracture 
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