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Dropped Pipe From Side Door Elevator 

 

 
 

Enform 
Enform is the health and safety 
association for Canada’s upstream oil 
and gas industry. We provide leading 
health and safety training, programs 
and services, touching the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of workers 
each year. We are dedicated to the 
continuous improvement of safety with 
a vision of eliminating work-related 
incidents or injuries in the upstream oil 
and gas industry.  
 
An Industry Product 

This document was developed by 
industry for industry. Working 
collaboratively, Enform works with  
the submitting organization 
representative in developing these 
documents to improve the industry’s 
hazard awareness. Canada’s leading 
oil and gas industry trade associations 
support the use of shared information 
to help companies of all sizes  
improve performance. 
 
Disclaimer 
This document is intended to be 
flexible in application and provide 
guidance to users rather than act as  
a prescriptive solution. Recognizing 
that one solution is not appropriate  
for all users and situations, it presents 
accepted guidance that generally 
apply to all situations. While Enform 
believes that the information contained 
herein is reliable under the conditions 
and subject to the limitations set  
out, Enform does not guarantee its 
accuracy. The use of this document  
or any information contained will be at 
the user’s sole risk, regardless of any 
fault or negligence of Enform and the 
submitting organization. 
 
Copyright/Right to Reproduce 
Copyright for this document is held  
by Enform, 2013. All rights reserved. 
Enform encourages the copying, 
reproduction and distribution of this 
document to promote health and 
safety in the workplace, provided that 
Enform is acknowledged. However, no 
part of this publication may be copied, 
reproduced or distributed for profit or 
other commercial enterprise, nor may 
any part be incorporated into any other 
publication, without written permission 
of Enform. 
 
 
 
For more information on this event, 

please contact: safety@enform.ca  

Description of Incident: 

 While pulling and laying down 4 1/2" tubulars the 11th joint of tubing was the next 
joint to be backed out, a worker closed and secured the elevators with the verification 
pin and the Operator hoisted the tubing up to the next connection to be broke apart.  
Once the connection was landed in the slips, the tongs were engaged and the 
connection was broke.  A crew member grabbed a hold of the tubing and began to 
guide it to the lay down machine.  The crew member was in the process of asking the 
Operator to hoist the tubing back up when it fell down to the stabbing mat and came 
to rest against the rig floor. Employees looked up to see that the elevator was open 
with the verification pin still in the hole that it was placed in. 

 

Figure 1. 

What Caused It: 

 Workers were able to install the 
verification pin when the elevator 
was not fully latched. 

 The latch on the elevator was 
either not fully engaged prior to 
hoisting the tubing or it came open 
under load during the hoisting 
operation. 

 There was a non OEM 
modification made to the elevator 
at some point in time.  

 

Corrective/Preventive Actions: 

 Company Management to educate employees that operating manuals for new or 
unfamiliar equipment is available and/or supplier training provided and to increase 
crew member awareness when operating manual elevators that they are properly 
latched and secure prior to hoisting. 

 Prepare Safety Alerts to communicate incident with all parties involved on a global 
basis. 

 Review all Side Door and Single Joint Elevators in inventory for proper installment 
and function of safety latch verification pin. 

 

 


