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believes that the information
contained herein is reliable under
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Canada does not guarantee its
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or any information contained will be
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reproduced or distributed for profit
or other commercial enterprise, nor
may any part be incorporated into
any other publication, without
written permission of Energy Safety
Canada.

// ¢ Bt [P ) f | ' S

Avoid the hazard of ’
not knowing. WORKERS BODY POSITION BY TONGS AND PIPE STANDOFF BAND LOCATIO

See a full list of
subscription options at
EnergySafetyCanada.com

D} SIS

Page 1 of 2


http://www.enform.ca/aboutus/news/subscribe.cfm

ENERGY
SAFETY

CANADA SAFETY ALERT ISSUE # 04-2019

CAUSE:

The worker held the standoff band by hand while positioned in the bite rather than using
a hands-free alternative.

CONTRIBUTING FACTORS:

e Standoff band position above the workers heads.

o Tong operator did not have a clear view of worker positioned in the line fire.

e The worker was positioned in the bite of the power tongs with the door open.

e The rig and casing crews did not inspect or function test the power tongs prior to use.

e The power tong door interlock pin, cable, and hydraulic bypass system were not
functional. The crew decided to use equipment that was in need of repair.

o The power tong controls would not isolate and disengage with the door open.

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS:

» Use hands free tool when applicable
» Develop a “Standard Operating Procedure” for the use, inspection &
maintenance of 3rd party equipment

» Third Party equipment must not be operated unless crew members have been
trained and deemed competent

T “A device used to keep a tool string in the center of the tubing, casing or wellbore. Tool centralization may be required for several reasons:
to prevent the tool from hanging up on obstructions on the wellbore wall, to place fluid efficiently and to avoid excessive standoff.”
Reference: Schlumberger Oilfield Glossary
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