
   

SAFETY ALERT ISSUE #:  05-2015

Service Rig Pull Over Incident 
 

 

DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT: 
A service rig and well site pumping unit sustained extensive damage when the rig was pulled over onto its side.  

The incident occurred when the driver of a tractor trailer picker unit drove over the service rig’s escape line and 
anchor. The driver’s side front hydraulic stabilizer ram snagged the 9/16 inch escape line. The anchor lodged 
between the truck’s rear passenger dual tires and mud flap. As the picker truck drove off location, the escape 
line pulled the rig over.  

 

Escape line anchor. 
The anchor is held in place by 
parking a crew truck with one of 
its front tires in the anchor. The 
final three meters of line leading 
to the anchor are normally left 
lying on the ground to provide 
necessary slack in the escape 
line.   

WHAT CAUSED IT: 
The rig crew was in the process of shutting down operations for the day. The crew moved the crew truck that 
had been parked on the anchor. In addition, the rig lights had been turned off for the night. This practice is 
designed to prevent vandalism. The picker truck operator did not complete a job site hazard assessment upon 
arrival. Job site hazard assessments contain potential hazards and associated controls to prevent incidents.  

CONTRIBUTING FACTORS INCLUDED: 
The picker truck driver routinely reversed the unit out and away from the service rig. However, due to dark and foggy 
conditions, the driver decided to drive his unit forward and around the service rig. 

An inspection of the picker unit after the incident revealed that the outside lights on the four headlight system were 
malfunctioning. Only the inside high beam bulbs were working at the time of the incident. 

 

Enform 

Enform is the health and safety 
association for Canada’s upstream oil 
and gas industry. We provide leading 
health and safety training, programs 
and services, touching the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of workers 
each year. We are dedicated to the 
continuous improvement of safety with 
a vision of eliminating work-related 
incidents or injuries in the upstream oil 
and gas industry.  

An Industry Product 

This document was developed by 
industry for industry. Working 
collaboratively, Enform works with  
the submitting organization 
representative in developing these 
documents to improve the industry’s 
hazard awareness. Canada’s leading 
oil and gas industry trade associations 
support the use of shared information 
to help companies of all sizes  
improve performance. 

Disclaimer 

This document is intended to be 
flexible in application and provide 
guidance to users rather than act as  
a prescriptive solution. Recognizing 
that one solution is not appropriate  
for all users and situations, it presents 
accepted guidance that generally 
apply to all situations. While Enform 
believes that the information 
contained herein is reliable under the 
conditions and subject to the 
limitations set out, Enform does not 
guarantee its accuracy. The use of 
this document or any information 
contained will be at the user’s sole 
risk, regardless of any fault or 
negligence of Enform and the 
submitting organization. 

Copyright/Right to Reproduce  

Copyright for this document is held  
by Enform, 2014. All rights reserved. 
Enform encourages the copying, 
reproduction and distribution of this 
document to promote health and 
safety in the workplace, provided that 
Enform is acknowledged. However, 
no part of this publication may be 
copied, reproduced or distributed for 
profit or other commercial enterprise, 
nor may any part be incorporated into 
any other publication, without written 
permission of Enform. 

For more information on this event, 
please contact: safety@enform.ca  

 



   

CORRECTIVE/PREVENTATIVE ACTIONS: 
 When driving onto or off-location, make sure to identify all driving hazards and obstacles. Use a spotter when moving equipment and 

vehicles around location. 
 Job site hazard assessments must be completed prior to starting work at a location and reviewed with the prime contractor site supervisor. 

They must also be done any time the job site conditions change.  
 Pre-trip inspections must be completed thoroughly. If any deficiencies are identified, they must be repaired before operating equipment or 

vehicles.  
 Any time the crew truck is moved from the anchor, make sure the escape line and the anchor are picked up and placed by the rig.  

 


